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Programs that involve Cold Cases 
•  Presidents DNA Initiative 

– Forensic DNA Casework Backlog Program 
– Training Program 

•  Cold Case Regional Trainings 

– Missing Persons Program 
•  Solving Cold Cases with DNA Program 
•  Paul Coverdell National Forensic Science 

Improvement Program 



Cold Case Regional Trainings 
2006 

•  4 Regional Trainings 
– Midwest – Kansas City, MO (April 18 & 19) 
– South – Tampa, FL (June 8 & 9) 
– West – Phoenix ( Nov 2006) 
– North – Philadelphia (Sept 2006) 

•  13 States represented at each 
•  Over 200 Cold Case investigators 
•  2 days of Training 
•  All travel, lodging, food costs covered by DOJ  



Cold Case Regional Training Topics 

•  Elements of Success for Cold Case Units 
– Kansas City PD & Charlotte-Mecklenberg PD 

• Cold Cases and the Crime Laboratory 
– Denver Crime Lab 

•  Law Enforcement Resources 
– ViCAP & NCIC 

•  Forensic Resources 
– IAFIS, CODIS, NIBIN 



Cold Case Regional Training Topics 

•  BTK Case Study 2006 
• Green River Murders 2007  
•  Prosecutorial Issues and the Cold Case 

Investigation 
– Denver DA and Alameda County DA 

• RCMP/NCMEC/NFA  (Lunch 
presentations) 

• Discuss 5 Unsolved Cases 



Cold Case Regional Training Topics 

• Media relations 
•  Advanced Crime Lab Technologies  
•  Sexual assault cold cases and Units 
•  Forensic Anthropology 
• Revisiting the Crime Scene 



Cold Case Trainings 2009 

•  Virginia Center for Policing Innovation (won a 
competitive award through the Forensic 
Science Training Development and Delivery 
Program 

•  Four regional cold case trainings  
•  Richmond, Chicago, Portland, New Orleans 
•  Web-based “virtual cold case file” 
•  http://www.vcpionline.org/course_description.asp?courseID=434 



NIJ Journal #260, July 2008 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/journals/260/welcome.htm


Cold Cases: Resources for Agencies, 
Resolution for Families�

by Charles Heurich

Cold Cases: Strategies Explored at 

NIJ Regional Trainings�
by Beth Schuster




Solving Cold Cases with DNA 
Program 



Solving Cold Cases with DNA 

•  Originated in FY 2004 as a competitive grant program  

•  To provide funding to states and units of local 
governments to search, evaluate, select, and conduct 
DNA analysis on violent crime “cold cases” (i.e., old, 
unsolved cases) that have the potential to be solved 
through DNA testing 

•  In FY 2007 this evolved to UCR “Part 1” Violent 
Crimes (homicide, forcible rape, non-negligent 
manslaughter, robbery, and agg. assault) 



Cold Case Awards 
•   FY05 $14.2M to 38 Agencies 
•   FY07 $8.5M to 21 Agencies 
•   FY08 Up to $16M to 42 Agencies 
•   FY09 $12M to 27 agencies  

•  OVER $50M !!! Solely to Solving Cold Cases 



2005 Cold Case Program 

•  10,128 Cases reviewed 
•  2600 had Biological Evidence (26%) 
•  2374 had DNA analysis performed (23% / 

91%) 
•  1473 resulted in DNA profiles (62%) 
•  1269 profiles entered into CODIS (53%/72%) 
•  CODIS hits on 470 cases (37% of profiles entered) 
•  Over 60% of agencies reported requested 

stats in full. 



2005 Cold Case Program 

•  Other stats, are they meaningful? 
•  DNA profiles were obtained in 13% of cases 

reviewed. 
•  Profiles were entered into CODIS in 11% of 

all cases reviewed. 
•  CODIS hits were obtained in 5% of the cases 

reviewed. 
•  What is the cost benefit? Is there one to 

solving a case? 



Success Story 
•  2007 Massachusetts State Police award 
•  Outsourced 464 cases to a private DNA 

laboratory 
•  186 cases yielded DNA profiles (40%) 
•  170 cases  had profiles eligible for CODIS 

(37%) 
•   54 hits to convicted offenders (32% - 

several hit to multiple cases) 
•  1 hit to another forensic case sample 





April, 2009 



 Success Stories 

Lesson learned??? 
 Getting profiles 

entered into 
CODIS in a timely 
manner can mean 
EVERYTHING!!! 



Success Stories 

SHARE YOURS!!!

Especially with your administration (and the press).


Nothing ensures the life of your cold case squad like the 
resolution you can provide to the victims and/or their 

families/loved ones.


It is VERY hard for Police Chiefs and politicians to 
dissolve these units with these advocates on your side!   




Contact Information 
Chuck Heurich 
Program Manager 
National Institute of Justice 
810 7th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20531 
(202) 616-9264 
charles.heurich@usdoj.gov 

Both Toes Down!



